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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HLECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1951. 


Boston, January 31, 1952. 


Hon. Joun B. Hynss, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Sir,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945 
registration was held continuously at the central office 
from January 2 to September 5, inclusive, from Septem- 
ber 26 to October 17, inclusive, and from November 7 
to December 31, inclusive. Registration in wards was 
held on August 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and Sep- 
tember 4 and 5 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Prelimi- 
nary City Election; and October 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 
16 and 17 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. for the City Election. 
This registration was held in two places in different 
sections of each ward, ten nights in each place. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS. 


At the State Election held November 7, 1950, the 
number of voters on the list was 406,026. The number 
of such voters in the first list published by the Board 
August 15, 1951, was 362,357. From that time to the 
close of registration for the City Election there were 
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added the names of 25,650 voters. Included in this 
latter figure are the names of 10,010 voters who were 
omitted from the 1951 police listing and who were 
restored to the voting list without registration, under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. The 
number of voters on the final list sent to the polls on 
the day of the City Election, held November 6, 1951, 
was 388,007, a decrease of 18,019 from the number on 
the list at the preceding State Election. The number 
of voters on final list December 31, 1951, was 388,143. 


NoMINATION PAPERS, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS. 


A total of 140 candidates submitted 8,849 nomina- 
tion papers on which 240,232 signatures were checked. 
Four candidates were certified for the office of Mayor, 
65 candidates were certified for office of City Council- 
lor and 36 candidates were certified for office of School 
Committeeman. 

Petitions for a recount of the ballots cast for the 
office of City Councillor, both in the Preliminary City 
Election and in the City Election were filed in each 
of the twenty-two wards. On these the names of 2,640 
voters were checked, making a total of 8,893 papers 
filed on which the names of 242,872 voters were certified. 


RECOUNTS. 


Petitions for a recount of the votes cast In every 
ward, for the office of City Councillor in the Preliminary 
City Election were filed and certified. The names of 
65 candidates certified for this office were printed on | 
the official ballot, eighteen of whom were nominated. 
There were 208,299 ballots and 1,326,115 votes cast 
for this office at this function. The recount had to be 
completed in adequate time to allow preparation for 
the City Election and printing of the official ballot. 
It was necessary for our Board to appeal to other city 
departments. Through the wholehearted cooperation 
of the executives and employees of these departments 
and their competent assistance the recount was com- 
pleted and tabulated on October 138, 1951. The service 
of over 200 employees was used and the entire space 
of Collecting and part of Auditing offices was utilized. 

Petitions were also filed for a recount in every ward 
of the votes cast for the office of City Councillor at the 
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City Election. At this function 238,156 ballots and 
1,548,867 votes were cast. This recount was conducted 
within the office of the Board of Election Commissioners 
and by members of the office force of that department. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST. 


The names of 4,292 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city 
and other causes. 


JURORS. 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1951 con- 
tained the names of 9,725 voters of Boston. During 
the time covered by this report, 2,257 were drawn for 
jury service. 


REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 196 of 
the Acts of 1946, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their homes 
or other places of confinement upon receipt of an ap- 
plication for such registration. Applications were re- 
ceived from 12 such persons. Of that number, 11 were 
found to be qualified and were duly registered. No 
applications were received after the closing date estab- 
lished by law. Persons found qualified to register were 
furnished with applications for absentee ballots for the 
City Election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 
51, of the General Laws, 6 persons in the military serv- 
ice were registered as voters in Boston during the period 
from the close of registration to the third day preced- 
ing the City Election. 


ABSENTEE VOTING. 


Absentee voting applied to this City Election, and 
set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots: 


319 applications received from civilians. 
307 civilian ballots mailed. 
212 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 
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372 applications received from physically disabled. 

285 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 

260 ballots returned and sent to polls. 

24 applications received from both members of the armed 

forces and kin, qualifying members of the armed forces 
(S. A. V.). 

132 applications received from both members of armed forces 
and kin for registered voters in the armed forces. 


156 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
138 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
97 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
8 civilian ballots returned ‘‘unclaimed.’’ 
1 serviceman’s ballot returned ‘‘unclaimed.’”’ 
23 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast. 
3 servicemen’s ballots returned too late to be cast. 
847 total applications received. 
730 total ballots mailed. 
569 total ballots returned and sent to polls. 


Chapter 738 of the Acts of 1951 provides that every 
official absent voting war ballot for use at the regular 
municipal election in the city of Boston on the first 
Tuesday in November in the current year, which shall 
have been marked and mailed in accordance with law 
on or before said Tuesday by a person on active duty 
in the armed forces of the United States and qualified 
to vote at such election, shall, if received by the board 
of election commissioners of said city after the closing 
of the polls at said election, but before five o’clock in 
the afternoon of the third Friday of said November, 
be deemed to have been received by said board before 
the closing of the polls at said election, and, if other- 
wise in conformity with law be counted by said board 
as if so received. | 

There were nine ballots cast under the provisions of 
this chapter. 

Voting MACHINES. 


The 1951 Preliminary City Election and City Election 
were conducted with four wards (Wards 1, 2, 3, and 4) 
completely equipped with voting machines, and voting 
machines were used in 76 other precincts throughout the 
city, in two or more precincts in every ward. 

Assistant registrars were assigned to give demon- 
strations of machines in the evening in each ward. 
These demonstrations were held on September 17, 18 
and 19, from 6 p. M. to 10 p.m. The public was notified 
as to the dates and locations through the newspapers. 
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Machines are maintained continuously for demon- 
stration purposes in the main office, and this year for 
the first time a demonstration of a machine was con- 
ducted outside in front of the main building of City Hall, 
in which the public manifested an active interest. 

All precinct officers were instructed in their respective 
duties by the voting machine custodians in the main 
office at City Hall. 

Voting machines received a severe test in the new 
Plan A Preliminary Election and the results were most 
gratifying; returns were fast and accurate. Again in 
the final election the machine precincts performed well. 

In line with the policy of the Board to extend machine 
voting where possible, nine more precincts were 
mechanized in 1951, bringing the total machine pre- 
cincts to 118. 


City CHARTER AMENDMENT. 


Chapter 452 of the Acts of 1948 provided for the 
adoption by the voters of the City of Boston of three 
optional plans of city government known as Plan A, 
Plan D and Plan E. 

Under the provisions of this chapter, the petition for 
the adoption of Plan A was the first petition filed and 
certified. This plan was submitted to and approved 
by the voters of Boston at the regular municipal election 
held on November 8, 1949. 

Chapter 376 of the Acts of 1951, approved June 12th, 
which is an act amending and clarifying certain sec- 
tions of Chapter 452 of the Acts of 1948, provides the 
form of government and method of nominating and 
electing officials thereunder which shall constitute and 
be known as Plan A under this act. This plan provides 
for the election of a mayor for the term of four years, 
nine members of the city council and five members of 
the school committee to be elected at large for a term 
of two years. 

This plan also provides for a Preliminary City Elec- 
tion and the nomination thereat of two candidates for 
the office of mayor, eighteen candidates for the office 
of city councillor and ten candidates for the office 
of school committeeman. 

Under this plan the nomination petition shall be 
signed in the case of a candidate for mayor, by at least 
three thousand registered voters of the city qualified 
to vote for such candidate at the preliminary election, 
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in the case of a candidate for city councillor by at least 
fifteen hundred registered voters of the city qualified 
to vote for such candidate at such election and in the 
case of a candidate for school committeeman, by at 
least two thousand registered voters of the city qualified 
to vote for such candidate at such election. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 


No change was made in the membership of the Board 
during 1951. Mr. Joseph Russo was continued as 
Chairman and Commissioner Gertrude A. Pfau as 
Secretary. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


The expenses of the Election Department for the 
year ending December 31,1951, amounted to $529,919.99. 


JOSEPH Russo, 

Everett R. Prout, 

GERTRUDE A. PFAU, 

J. JOSEPH CONNORS, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 


ELECTION STATISTICS. 


tr ty 


TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER 
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS 
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT-— 
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE 
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH 
CANDIDATE AT THE 


PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION. September 25, 1951. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. 


As Returned by the United States Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Census. 
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Figures as of April 1, 1950. Submitted as a preliminary count in report dated Novem- 
ber 21, 1950. Final figures available July 1, 1951. A total figure of 801,444 was submitted 
by Federal Census Bureau on January 14, 1952. Details by wards not then available. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for Mayor, Preliminary City Election, 


September 25, 1951. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, City Election, 
November 6, 1951. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, City Election, 
November 6, 1951.— Concluded. 
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JAMES S. Corrry. 
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SSL? sce | Geo | FES | OFS | LIZ | LES | BOE | ELS | 69S | B8I | 29S | FBS | 62S | SEL | ONG | BSS | SBT | ROSS ECie  pak ke eco EU CaSO 
8h6'F GIP | 10€ | Sz | S8e | G6S | 89% | OEE | TEE | OEF | IIS | 88S | 06S | GOS | LES | GHG | GL] | OFS J We) “Hh UBT M 
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ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 183 


Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committeeman, 
City Election, November 6, 1951. 
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ee D Z . Ss a P= 

= C < a fo) qa td ea] ica} 
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o 2 = 5 a a = cs & 

: Jj = ; = Z : SI a 

ee Sit conn ese Sr ee tase eats 

2 bn im 2 A e 3 a S Fe 

4 = Ay = a) a is) = = > 

5 iS a 5 o a fe} B eI 

= g g F S 5 : iB < = 

S S S i = < re 5 A = 
eae Hie 2,756 4,005 5,633 3,260 6,102 3,389 2,663 2,196 3,769 2,557 
7465 eo 3,085 3,391 2,214 3,591 1,342 2,371 1,705 2,432 3,302 1,807 
430 5 OGRE 2,655 3,940 5,165 2,505 5,554 3,072 3,217 1,446 2,527 | 2,702 
go Cae 4,429 3,032 1,992 2,676 3,559 4,647 4,287 1,553 2,241 4,029 
65 5 Se 6,905 3,533 1,891 Dood 5,958 6,688 6,879 1,586 2,015 6,871 
Ort ¢ 6,264 3,252 2,203 3,454 1,785 2,738 2,061 5,175 6,860 3,101 
7 Se 8,350 3,658 2,411 4,068 2,164 3,326 2,823 7,038 7,218 3,739 
Srrice. 2: 3,005 3,097 3,587 3,825 1,853 2,593 1,972 2,575 3,424 2,518 
D0 2.517 | 2,920| 2,247 | 3,327 1,497 3,117 2,237 1,971 2,743 | 2,627 
(RAS cee 3,501 3,808 2,916 6,539 2,068 3,987 2,755 3,033 4,368 3,203 
US AGS aes 3,636 3,635 2,601 5,061 2,189 3,994 3,123 2,733 3,806 3,204 
| VA cae 3,525 ai al7/ 2,223 2,865 2,999 4,131 6,251 1,833 2,602 4,181 
} Bacar 4,561 3,707 2,893 3,885 2,181 3,459 3,172 3,760 4,746 3,282 
1) Genter ner 4,837 3,668 2,052 2,499 4,496 5,446 12,019 1,718 2,921 5,152 
NS SS Sy ave-e ie 4,005 3,564 2,828 3,999 2,097 3,404 3,005 4,038 4,460 3,021 
| (Oar eee 6,148 4,856 3,376 5,175 3,250 5,299 4,536 5,035 6,385 4,476 
7 ones 5,975 4,495 3,148 4,383 3,996 5,432 5,583 4,446 4,837 4,512 
RSLS cestayckoe 7,293 6,012 4,462 5,333 5,867 8,020 7,187 3,861 6,244 6,559 
MOR tote ers 5,266 | ~ 4,292 3,106 4,800 3,999 6,048 4,832 2,832 4,593 4,403 
BAD oracc tater ort 8,266 5,779 4,219 6,076 7,678 8,092 8,187 3,253 6,007 6,489 
De Miereveis:s oe 6,630 4,171 2,995 3,390 5,708 6,732 7,776 2,349 3,646 6,665 
245 OAC CETE 4,948 4,155 5,577 4,775 3,808 4,453 4,398 3,156 4,995 4,664 


Totals..| 108,557 | 86,487 | 69,739 | 87,823 | 80,150 | 100,438 | 100,668 | 68,019 | 94,054 | 89,762 


* Elected. 
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